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STATEMENT BY THE PREMIER. DON DUNSTAN. 
SUBJECT; THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 15/6/73. 
South Australian Government will move to provide the List System 
of proportional representation for the Legislative Council, the 
Premier, Mr. Dunstan said today. 
He said this was the system in use by the overwhelming majority 
of Countries using proportional representation systems of voting, 
including West Germany and Sweeden. 
He said he was releasing details at this stage to correct recent 
reports of the Government's plans which were inaccurate speculations. 
Mr. Dunstan said that the Bill providing for the List System would 
be introduced at the same time as the re-introduction of the Bill 
providing for adult suffrage for the Upper House. 
The passage of both Bills by the Legislative Council will mean 
that one vote one value will apply in its future elections. 
Mr, Dunstan said that the Government had taken note of arguments 
advanced by the Leader of the Opposition in the Upper House, Mr. 
DeGaris, that the House's elective system should be on the basis 
of proportional representation. 
Accordingly, it will move for the List System with the State voting 
as a whole, as is done in Senate elections. He said this was the 
fairest system. 
It was the basis on which the Legislative Council was originally 
elected until a Conservative majority in the last century introduced 
districts to ensure Conservative minority control of the House 
through opposition to the principle of one vote, one value. 
The Government's plans will ensure that everyone everywhere will 
get an equal vote unlike schemes proposed by Mr. Degaris which 
have always meant dis-proportional representation and not one 
vote, one value. 
The Premier said that under the Government's scheme because half 
of the Council needs to be elected at any one time the members for 
the House would have to be increased by two to avoid a permanent 
deadlock. 
This would mean 22 members, 11 being elected each election. 
The Premier said that the Bill will also allow electors to number 
each Party group only once. 
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This would avoid the chaos in voting that would be produced by a 
Ballot paper with never less than 30 names upon it. 
In other words the Ballot paper in South Australia would be numbered 
1 - 6, or thereabouts. 
Individual candidates would be individually listed if they so 
desired. 
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